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PARTICIPANTS : 

 
Coordinations of Local Authorities 
• Centre National de Coopération au Développement (Belgique)  
• Coordinamento Nazionale Enti locali per la pace e i diritti umani (Italie)  
• Fondo Andaluz de Municipios para la solidaridad internacional (Espagne)  
• Fons catala de cooperacio al desenvolupament (Espagne)  
• Réseau de Coopération décentralisée pour la Palestine/Cités Unies France  
• Hellenic Agency for Local Development and Local Government SA (Grèce)  
• Central Union of Municipalities and Communities of Greece (Grèce)  
• Réseau Amphictiona (Grèce)  
• Maison de la Méditerranée de Belfort (France)  
 
Cities / Regions 
• Ajuntament de Barcelona (Espagne)  
• Ville de Belfort (France)  
• Citta' di Venezia (Italie)  
• Comune di Civitavecchia (Italie)  
• Ville de Digne-les-Bains (France)  
• Communauté Urbaine de Dunkerque (France)  
• Commune de Molenbeek Saint-Jean (Belgique)  
• Commune de Viroinval (Belgique)  
• Conseil Général du Val-de-Marne (France)  
• Région Nord Pas-de-Calais (France)  
• Provincia di Torino (Italie)  
• Provincia di Salerno (Italie) 
• Provincia di Napoli (Italie) 
• Diputacion de Cordoba (Italie)  
• Comune di Napoli (Italie)  
• Ville de Lille (France)  
• Ville de Lyon (France)  
• Regione Toscana (Italie)  
• Ville de Ris-Orangis (France) 

http://www.entilocalipace.it/
http://www.andaluciasolidaria.org/default.asp
http://www.fonscatala.org/
http://www.cites-unies-france.org/html/regions/mediterranee/palestine_activite.html
http://www.eetaa.gr/
http://www.kedke.gr/
http://www.bcn.es/
http://www.mairie-belfort.com/
http://www.comune.venezia.it/
http://www.dgl.cc/
http://www.molenbeek.be/
http://www.viroinval.be/
http://www.cg94.fr/
http://www.cr-npdc.fr/
http://www.provincia.torino.it/
http://www.provincia.salerno.it/
http://www.dipucordoba.es/
http://www.comune.napoli.it/
http://www.mairie-lille.fr/
http://www.mairie-lyon.fr/
http://www.ville-ris-orangis.fr/


PEACE IN THE MIDDLE-EAST : A EUROPEAN NETWORK OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES IS EMERGING. 
 

It is obvious that without a decisive intervention of the International 
Community, it will be very difficult to put an end to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and the impressive mourning and suffering experienced by the Israeli and 
Palestinian population. 

The European Union and member countries have a vital role to play in finding 
a sustainable solution to the conflict – a solution based on justice and on 
International Law. Europe has a special interest in solving this conflict, and it 
should therefore use all its human, political and economical potential to 
contribute to find a viable solution. 

European Local Authorities should be part of this challenge. As direct 
representatives of the European citizens, European local authorities should be 
committed to fight against war, violence and terrorism, and to promote the 
building of a just peace in the Middle East. All this, by means of meetings, 
dialogue, solidarity actions and decentralised co-operation programmes. 

European local Authorities need to be heard by the European Union and 
encourage the latter to improve its – thus far too limited – involvement in the 
Middle East. European local authorities  should co-operate in order to increase 
the European citizens’ mobilization for a just peace based on the recognition of 
two principles: (a) Two States for two People, and (b) the right of both people to 
the same dignity, the same rights, and the same security. Therefore, they should 
develop decentralised cooperation programmes in Israel and Palestine, contribute 
to enhance the dialogue between Palestinian and Israeli Local Authorities, and 
support all peace initiatives between Palestinians and Israelis. 

Aware of their responsibilities, and following the Dunkirk Conference 
(France, December 2002), and crucial meetings in Brussels (September 2003), 
Naples (November 2003) and Paris (February 2004,) a group of European Local 

Authorities decided to found a “Network of European Local Authorities for 
Peace in the Middle East” (ELPME). 

The Network will be open to national and regional networks of local 
authorities as well as any European local government committed to peace and 
decentralised cooperation in the Middle East. It will work with the Association of 
Palestinian Local Authorities and the Union of Local Authorities in Israel as main 
interlocutors and wishes to link its activities to those of United Cities and Local 
Governments (UCLG).  

Concrete common initiatives have already been taken. A website was created 
by the Greater Dunkirk District Council (Communauté Urbaine de Dunkerque, 
France). A database containing all decentralised cooperation programmes 
between European and Middle East Local Authorities will be established by Cités 
Unies France. A “Resolution for Peace in Middle East”, drafted by the Italian Co-
ordination of Local Authorities for Peace and Human Rights, was officially 
adopted by the Network and will be proposed for motion to European Local 
Authorities assemblies. A Medical Conference for Peace organized in Lille in 
2004 – 2005 will aim at co-ordinating more efficiently health cooperation 
programmes. 

The situation is very difficult but the new "Network of European Local 
Authorities for Peace in the Middle East" actively works for restoring hope. 

 

For information : 
www.paxurbs.com 

 

http://www.paxurbs.com/
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